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UNLIKELY ALLIES IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM

by Jose Aruego and Ariane Dewey

Sometimes in the wild, animals you might think could hurt each other
actually help each other in surprising ways. They share food or a home.
They warn one another of approaching predators. They cluster side by side
for protection. Some animals even give others a good bath. Their survival
often depends on these weird friendships.




The Rhino and the Cattle Egret

As they graze across the plains, a rhino and her calf stir up grass-
hoppers. But the rhino can’t see very well and may not notice danger
approaching. So she lets a sharp-eyed cattle egret (EE-gret) perch on her
back to act as a lookout, The egret is rewarded with an endless feast of
grasshoppers.

If the egret spies danger, it screams. And if that doesn't get the
rhino’s attention, it taps on the rhino’s head until the mother and baby
gallop to safety.

The Ostrich and the Zebra

Ostriches have terrific eyes, Zebras have terrific ears. When the two i Pk T
get together, nothing can sneak up on them. That's why ostriches and lvn‘%‘#%{fﬁ”ﬂi
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zebras often roam the savanna together, chomping on seeds and grasses. fla W"‘ 5
The ostriches look, and the zebras listen, for predators, The first to detect a
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hungry lion warns the others, and before it can attack, they all flee to safety.
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The Hermit Crab and the Sea Anemones

When a hermit crab needs a new home, it finds an empty shell, moves
in, and sticks sea anemones (a-NEM-a-neez) on top for protection. The
anemones’ stinging tentacles scare away oclopuses, which love to. eat
hermit crabs. Anemones can’t walk, so the crab provides them with trans-
portation to new feeding 5ﬁnt5. And because crabs are messy eaters,
there are always food scraps for the anemones to nibble.

tdugh baboons. The impalas use their excellent senses of smell, hearing,
and sight to detect danger.

If the impalas notice a predator approaching, they dance nervously.
That warns the baboons, who bare their fangs and snarl to scare the
attacker away.






