2o rmmsmia o

GENRE: |
Autobiography

14 GRADE3

Reaching
T T

Moon

e -
s Y -

by Buzz Aldrin

When Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin was a boy, he learned to persevere. After
years of hard work and focusing on his goals, he became one of the first
people to walk on the moon. The following is an excerpt from his autobio-
graphy, Reaching for the Moon.

My first spaceflight was on board Gemini 12. Once the spacecraft
was in orbit, | put on my space suit, opened the hatch, and drifted out into
space. Only a thin cord connected me to Gemini as we circled the Earth
at 17,500 miles per hour, five miles every second. It took us less than two
hours to go all the way around the world.

But the speed didn’t seem real to me. | felt as if | were gently floating
while the Earth spun beneath me. | could see the great curve of my home
planet: the brown mass of Africa, night falling over the Indian Ocean, a
shower of green meteors tumbling into the Australian desert.

After Gemini 12, there was a new mission—Apollo. The goal of Apollo
was to put humans on the Moon.

Many people thought it couldn’t be done. They thought that the power-
ful rockets needed to go that far could never be built. They thought that
computers could never do all the calculations. They thought that, even if
we did reach the Moon, we would never be able to take off again to come
home. But, one by one, all the challenges were met.






